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This moment requires safe, trustworthy, and expert immigration counsel. It
requires a bold voice to speak truth to power. It requires a serious challenge to
the violation of our rights. 

And we are rising to meet this moment.
Collectively, our sites have served nearly 7,000 low-income immigrants this year.
Almost 2,000 of these clients are children who are not automatically afforded a
lawyer in immigration court. Just about half of our clients are seeking immigration
relief to escape violence. We are often the only service provider in our
communities willing to provide full representation to unaccompanied children, to
those in removal proceedings in court, or to see a case to its conclusion. 

Thanks to our supporters’ unwavering belief in ILJ Network’s mission, we are
ready to face the next four years. Together we will continue living our values by
placing immigrants at the center of our work, bolstering our phenomenal network
of immigration nonprofit legal services providers, and providing a central and
unified voice in defense of immigrant communities. 
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Dear Friend, 

On behalf of the ILJ Network staff and board of directors, we are pleased to present our
2024 Annual Report, Living Our Values. This past year we worked hard to live into our
values of justice, community, and being brave leaders in our field. These values
reverberated into every corner of our work.

We doubled down on our commitment to center impacted immigrants. Our office
established a mental health assessment fund for asylum seekers at our sites. This fund
covers the costly psychological screening that is needed for a successful asylum case in
court. We continued to support language access for Black and Indigenous clients across
the network by covering the costs of interpretation and translation through our Rev.
Lupita Alonso-Redondo fund. Last but certainly not least, we centered the voices of
impacted immigrants and migrants in our national advocacy work through our “Migrants
Speak” series. Along with key partners, we held four national webinars to uplift the
voices and experiences of immigrants directly impacted by harmful immigration policies. 

We hosted legal staff, executive directors, and board chairs from all of our sites at our
national conference in Omaha, Nebraska. There, we focused on learning to strengthen
our organizational development in ways that align with our values. We took a hard look
at management techniques, workplace culture, working with intergenerational teams,
and conflict resolution. Our programming addressed the fact that we need strong ground
beneath us to do the critical and complex work required now.

Because this is a historical moment. 
In our 25 years of serving immigrant communities, we have never experienced a legal
and political environment this heedlessly cruel and violent towards immigrants. The
challenges and threats we face in this new Trump era are unprecedented.

As we write this letter, ICE agents are carrying out thousands of raids and separating
immigrant families. Politicians from both major political parties continue to unjustly
criminalize and marginalize immigrants. There is a staggering backlog of 3.8 million
cases in immigration court, pathways for immigration relief are being extinguished by the
Trump Administration, the border is essentially closed, and 120,000+ unaccompanied
children are without counsel.




